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Scientific Background: 
The cell biologist and chromosome researcher Peter Baumann was a student at the University 

of Bayreuth and the University of Cambridge, United Kingdom, before taking his Ph.D. at the

Imperial Cancer Research Fund (now known as Cancer Research UK) and University College 

London, United Kingdom. He began his academic career as a postdoc at the University of

Colorado at Boulder, Colorado, USA, in 2000. Since 2002, he has held several academic

positions at research institutions in Kansas City, Missouri, USA: he is a Professor at the

University of Kansas Medical Center and an Investigator at both the Howard Hughes Medical 

Institute and the Stowers Institute for Medical Research, where he also holds the Priscilla Wood 

Neaves Endowed Chair in the Biomedical Sciences. Baumann has received numerous awards

and honours including the 2003 Pew Scholar in the Biomedical Sciences Award and the HHMI 

Early Career Scientist Award in 2009. 

He is a member of scientific bodies and publishes in the most eminent journals in his field. In 

October 2017 he took up his position as a Humboldt Professor at the Johannes Gutenberg 

University Mainz.
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About Prof Baumann’s talk:
Elucidating the mechanisms of chromosome end maintenance has far reaching implications for

the treatment of cancer and certain degenerative diseases characterized by the premature

depletion of stem cell pools. Overall, our research goals in this area are guided by the

conviction that a better understanding of telomerase biogenesis and the dynamic interactions

that occur at telomeres will enable us to identify compounds that modulate telomere length.

Such reagents will have therapeutic use either to limit the life span of tumor cells or to boost the

proliferative potential of desired cell populations to counter aging-associated pathologies.
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